From the Office of the Director of Operations and Ministry  March 2016  PCA.ca  416.733.2010
School Thoughts

It has been a wonderful experience being back at PCA since my return in September. My appreciation for the
staff has not diminished since I left the school in 2013. Certainly there have been some changes within the
staff, but there is still the core understanding amongst the people of the centrality of Christ in our operations
and programming. It always excites me to know the value and importance that PCA places on the Word of
God. This is especially evidenced in our chapels where students are not only taught, but challenged to live out
the message of Christ. The scriptural training of younger students leads to the wrestling of one’s faith at the
high school level where deeper thought and consideration for societal issues are measured by the only true
standard, that being the Word of God (see next article). From our Christmas programs, to our mission
endeavours, to our Bible classes, biblical truth is proclaimed on a daily basis at PCA. It is a freedom that we
need to cherish.
David Broomer
Director of Operations and Ministry

Challenging Messages in Senior School Chapel

In the Senior School chapels, students are studying the book
of Genesis and through the book of Genesis constructing a
Christian worldview. As students studied what it meant to
be created in the image of God, we had the privilege of
hearing from Gloria Lam in Grade 11, who shared about
why the image of God in humans means that unborn human
lives should be protected. She argued from science, history
and human rights that abortion is a great evil.

After Gloria’s presentation on abortion, Dr. Ewan Goligher,
from Mount Sinai Hospital, spoke to the students about
euthanasia. He reminded students that the gospel message
has something very important and relevant to say towards
the issue of euthanasia. First, the gospel affirms that God
has created every human in his image. So every human life
has intrinsic dignity, value and worth. Secondly, God
demonstrated his love for humans by offering His Son as a
substitute for their sins. The death of Jesus Christ on the
cross is the evidence and affirmation of God’s love humans.
Thirdly, because Jesus rose from the dead as the firstfruits
of the resurrection, everyone has something very real and
very great to look forward to: the resurrection of the dead and glorified bodies. Dr Goligher concluded his talk
by fielding questions from Mirna Soliman (on behalf of the student body) who heads up PCA’s HOSA – a
group for high school students exploring opportunities in Health Sciences.
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Everyone Loves Chocolate!

We read the book, “The Chocolate Touch” in our grade 3
novel studies. The story was about a boy who loved
chocolate and everything he touched turned into chocolate!
He learned that there might be such a thing as too much
chocolate! Upon the completion of our novel, we had our
very own chocolate workshop as a chocolatier from
Chocolate Tales came to our school. We learned about the
history of chocolate. Then we had the opportunity to play with chocolate and make yummy treats with
chocolate! First, we smeared some chocolate on marble slabs, and then we made truffles with sprinkles and
cocoa powder. Then, we made chocolate lollipops using animal-shaped molds and sticks. We filled the molds
with white and milk chocolate. We also made lava cakes and we decorated them with rainbow-coloured
sprinkles. We wore gloves and aprons while making the treats so we wouldn't get dirty. Our treats were
packaged up for us so we could take them home and enjoy them with our families! It was delicious! We had a
lot of fun making treats with chocolate!
Submitted by 3A and 3B students

Another Mission Outreach

Our PCA Middle School students, under the leadership of "Beyond Us”,
gathered toiletry bags to give to refugees coming into Canada. The
Middle School partnered with Mrs. Zetlain and The Peoples Church.
The church has a transition house where refugees come to stay before
transitioning into mainstream
Canadian society. Our Middle
School felt blessed to be able to
serve our friends in such a
tangible way.

**“Beyond Us” is a group of Middle
School students, under the student leadership of Allison Ng, who seek to
look at others through God's eyes.
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Shepherds, Sheep and a Savior

Editor’s note: though Christmas was a few months back it is always good to read a report and see pictures of
what took place. It is also interesting that as we celebrated Christmas how important for us to remember at
Easter Christ’s purpose in coming. He was born as baby,
but has risen victorious as our King!
On Thursday, December 10th, PCA held our annual Early
Learning Centre and Junior School Christmas Concert.
The Early Learning Centre performance was highly
anticipated as 42 preschool children (2 1/2- 4 year olds)
performed Oh What
A Special Night and
Jesus Loves Me to a
full audience of over
400 people with
actions and all. It
was truly a sight
to see as these
children sang
better than they
had in any of
their rehearsals
and really rose to
the occasion.
They impressed
both their
teachers and
their family
members as they closed the performance with a
well-practiced bow accompanied by the loving
applause of their proud parents.

The Junior and Senior Kindergarten children recited Luke
2:10-12 followed by two songs Away in a Manger, sung
gently with hand gestures and Silent Night, which was
sung with great enthusiasm! Our students put their
French skill into practice through their video
presentation of Le Premier Noel. Narration of an angel
appearing to the shepherds and their subsequent visit to
the manger to see baby Jesus was well articulated in
French. Thank you Madame Lee for providing the
English caption and producing the video with the
students! Grades 1 to 5 presented the musical, Shepherds,
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Sheep and a Savior created by Ed Kee, published by Benson Brentwood Music. Exceptional singing was
rendered by the students and the drama was well presented with scenery, props, and biblical costumes. Two
violinists expressively performed the song This Is Jesus with Away In A Manger from one of the songs in the
musical.
Have we ever wondered why the shepherds were the first to receive the good news of Jesus’ birth as
proclaimed by the angels? In his book The Life and Times of Jesus the Messiah by Alfred Edersheim (1825 –
1889), it was mentioned that the Bethlehem shepherds took care of temple-flocks, sheep that were meant for

sacrifice. Every Jewish family was required to sacrifice a
lamb without blemish, when observing the Passover (Exodus 12:3-5). These shepherds took care of sheep
that were destined to be sacrificed by families who needed a lamb. The birth of Jesus Christ ushered in the
sacrificial lamb, without blemish, who thirty-three years later would be nailed to the cross to take away the
sin of mankind. Jesus’ resurrection and ascension to heaven completed God’s plan of salvation. It was
therefore fitting for the angels to announce the good news to the shepherds first! John the Baptist introduced
Jesus Christ with these words: “Behold the Lamb of God, who taketh away the
sin of the world.” (John 1:29)
Thank you, Jesus, for your obedience to God when you took on the form of a
man and came into this world as a baby. “Who, being in the form of God,
thought it not robbery to be equal with God: But made Himself of no
reputation, and took upon Him the form of a servant, and was made in the
likeness of men: And being found in fashion as a man, He humbled himself, and
became obedient unto death, even the death of the cross. Wherefore God also
hath highly exalted Him, and given Him a name which is above every name:
That at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of things in heaven, and
things in earth, and things under the earth; And that every tongue should
confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.” Philippians
2:6-11
Submitted by Mrs. G. Ng and Mrs. B. Siu
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Art Work on Display

A picture is worth a thousand words and the artwork on display
in our hallways attest to that fact. The following is a sample of
work created by Grade 8-12 students under the leadership of
Miss E. Flach.
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Student Life Link Conference

On Thursday, February 17, 2016, the Grade tens complimented their study on the sanctity of life by attending
the Student Life Link conference hosted by the Toronto Right to Life Association. The conference was on the
campus of the University of Toronto’s St.
Michael’s College. Along with PCA, a number
of other high school students were equipped
to compassionately and meaningfully explain
why abortion is a great moral calamity.
Along with learning how to defend the prolife position, students were also encouraged
to cultivate a culture of love and life. Matt
Mooney, father of Eliot Mooney whose story
is captured in the short film 99 balloons
explained why pro-life activism must be
infused with love and compassion.

Soccer

What an amazing privilege it has been to coach the senior soccer team! We have had our shares of ups and
downs already this season. Our first indoor tournament was held on October 29, an invitational. While we
came away from it with a win, a tie and three losses; the boys had a great attitude and a fantastic strike from
Alex Ojo late in the tourney. The record does not accurately reflect how strong the team played and with just
a few more calls in our favour could have seen us heading to the semi-finals.
Our second tournament was on December 3. The first game the team played we were clearly overwhelmed,
but it prepared us for the next few games. Again, despite strong play by Stephen Lam and utter fearlessness
from our goal keeper, Nathan Chiu; we finished with only one win in five games. Caleb Shin had a terrific
header goal and our captain, Gubin Geramiford, was a strong presence up the middle.
While the soccer season is finished for 2015, we still are looking forward to the spring season and hoping that
a few more calls go our way and we finish those great cross passes. I am very proud of our soccer team. We
have learned much and made many strides forward since last year. I expect to see only more successes
moving forward!
Submitted by Mr. Webb, Soccer Coach

Grade 6 Girls Basketball Team
The Grade 6 girls basketball team played exceptionally well at the ACSI tournament held at Philopateer
Christian School. We fought hard during the competition and won third place. The team included Isele Liu,
Halle Teh, Dionne Cecil, Gloria Lee, Nicole Lee, Apisha Vijaykumar, Juhee Lee, Naomi Ogunleye, and
Senora Lewis. We tried our best to keep a good attitude and play fairly, even if something went wrong. Many
times the score was very close and made the game more intense. A few parents were at the sidelines cheering
loudly for us. Most importantly, the team thanks Mrs. Aspinall for being by our side and uplifting us so we
would do our best and never get discouraged. We worked incredibly hard and we are very satisfied with third
place! Go Eagles!
Submitted by Dionne Cecil 6A
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Grade 5/6 Boys Basketball Team

The Grade 5/6 basketball team had a very good
attempt at their ACSI tournament held at Brampton
Christian School. They tried their best and placed fifth.
The team included Caden Chan, Andrew To, Andrew
Ojo and Ethan Schewan from Grade 5 and Jadon Sa,
Matthew Kim, Jeffrey Chu, and Clement Wong from
Grade 6. They maintained a positive attitude all the way
through. The team worked hard to do their best, even
though there were a few obstacles along the way. They
played fairly and were very strong. Many parents were
considerate enough to drive the boys to the tournament
and encourage them to never give up. The boys thank
Mrs. Aspinall for being with them and encouraging
them throughout the day. The boys had a great time
and played extremely well as a team.
Submitted by Dionne Cecil 6A

Mission to Ecuador
Peoples Christian Academy is a Christian
school which is committed to preparing the
whole person to reach the whole world for
Jesus Christ. This is the purpose of our
existence as a school. To this end, our
students are given opportunities to make
Jesus known amongst the peoples of the
world. This
year, thirteen
members of the
PCA community
were sent by
the whole PCA
community to
Quito, Ecuador
where they
shared the
gospel and their
lives as well.
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Preparation for our time Ecuador began in the fall of 2015. Training involved clarifying the nature of the
gospel, the importance of evangelism, how to share one’s testimony, how to pray and how to study the Bible.
It also included the basis for support raising and preparation for the potential of altitude sickness.
By faith, students trusted God to provide their funds to send them to Ecuador. Along with those who went to
Ecuador, there was a strong and committed team of students and teachers who were committed to sending
the team in prayer, financial support and encouragement. PCA’s parents and the PCA Sending team organized
two support raising events – one a luncheon for students, a second a dinner for the larger PCAcommunity.
On March 2, 2016, the team boarded their flight to Ecuador. We were received by our hosts and taken
through the beautiful mountains of Quito to our hostel where we settled in to our rooms for the upcoming
week.
Our work in Quito Ecuador focused on the neighborhood of Carmen Bajo. The local church in Carmen Bajo
runs a Compassion Int’l feeding centre where hundreds of children are provided with a freshly prepared,
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nourishing meals daily. After their meal, we took the children to different rooms, according to their ages and
taught them Bible stories, explained the gospel and helped clarify for them what the Christian life is about. We
praise God that every PCA student who went to Quito had the opportunity to tell the gospel message to either
the children or the teens in Carmen Bajo.
Upon their return to Toronto on March 11, 2016, our prayer as a school is that projects like our time in Quito
Ecuador would prove fruitful. We pray that God would be pleased to take the seed of the gospel that was
planted in the hearts of the children of Quito, Ecuador and see to it that it blossoms and produces men and
women who walk in paths of righteousness for the sake and the name of King Jesus.
For all who supported our work in prayer, financial giving, words of encouragement and by attending the
support raising events, we want to say a sincere and heartfelt, “Thank you.”
Editor’s note: A very special thank you to Mr. Philip, Ms Mok, and Ms Li for giving of their time and energy
to give the students a wonderful experience in serving Christ.

Middle School Ski Trip

The Middle School Ski Trip was amazing, and one
that I will remember for a long time. I will
remember the great food, learning to ski on the
crazy hills and most importantly the bonding
time with my friends.
I will never forget the Horseshoe food…. first,
because the portions were HUGE. One huge
hotdog and one huge poutine would soon kill us
from the inside out. Secondly, they had a beaver
tail like no other - it was the best tasting beaver
tail I ever had in my life.
The hills were crazy big. They made me scream
at the top of my lungs as I went faster than I had ever experienced before. The instructors helped me learn to
ski and taught me all that I really needed to be safe as I went on
bigger/better hills. Without the great people who helped me improve
in skiing I don’t know if I would be alive or even like skiing.
Finally, this trip helped me become closer with my friends and get to
know them more. My friends and I had 5 hours of fun together at
Horseshoe and 3 hours on a cramped bus all doing one thing - getting
to know each other more. Without all this time with my friends I
don’t know how are relationships would be today.
In conclusion, I loved this trip and am looking forward to next the ski
trip next year and the things it has to offer.
Submitted by Michael El-Khanagry
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Think Ahead

It is never too early to plan ahead for your family.
Peoples Christian Academy (PCA) is pleased to announce an Estate and Will Planning phone seminar in
partnership with ADVISORS with Purpose on April 4th, 2016 from 12noon to 1pm.
Please join us for a toll-free 45 minute phone seminar designed to help you understand the critical issues of
providing for your family, reducing taxes and supporting ministries of your choice. The phone seminar will be
conducted in English, with real time translation in Mandarin.
In planning your Will do you know that there are only 3 places your stuff (assets) can go? And one of those
places may not be where you intend. During this phone seminar – that you are able to enjoy from the comfort
and privacy of your own home or office - ADVISORS with Purpose will address this key topic of estate and will
planning.
To register for this complimentary phone seminar, please email ADVISORS with Purpose at
register@advisorswithpurpose.ca or 1-866-336-3315. Please provide your name, email address and
telephone number when you register.
If you have further questions, feel free to contact PCA Advancement Officer, Catherine Yiu at (416)733-2010
ext. 303, or marketing@pca.ca.
We believe that this phone seminar will be a blessing to you and your family so register today!
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Calendar Reminders

April 4

Advisors with Purpose

April 7, 8

Senior School Drama Production (all are welcome)

April 8

SS Term 2/Semester 2 Mid-Term Report Cards

April 11-15

Founders Week

April 14

SS Semester 2 Parent/Teacher Interviews

April 28

MS/SS Spring Concert

May 19

ELC/JS Spring Concert

