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Finding the Correct Perspective – Editor’s Comment
When I was a very young boy I would look into the mirror and focus on a point that I hoped to reach some day
in height. I believed that if I could attain that specific height I would be very happy. Little did I realize that if I
had stopped growing at the point selected I would now be five foot one inch tall (I am 5’10”). What made the
difference? It was my perspective as I looked into the mirror. My view was skewed because I had a limited
understanding of reflection and angles. In fact, I had set up parameters from my viewpoint that simply could
not match my expectations.
We all have various opinions on a myriad of issues. As we look around at our society there is no shortage of
hot button issues that are discussed from any number of perspectives including political, intellectual, and
spiritual. In the same way that I looked into the mirror, we all come with biases toward these matters because
of our upbringing and experiences.
This leads to the question of school choice for Christian homes. The challenge for individuals in choosing a
school should not be so much of what is being taught, but rather from what perspective is the content
being taught. No one teaches from a philosophical vacuum. Every teacher will instruct from their own bias
and how they see the world. This then is the essential difference between the secular school system and the
Christian school system. Facts taught may be the same, but one will present a secular worldview while the
other presents a Christian worldview. The secular worldview is continually shifting as evidenced through the
years with changing attitudes and moral decay. The Christian worldview provides the only firm foundation
that an educational system can be built upon. The world is seen through the lens of Christ, who is unchanging.
Christian parents should carefully consider a Christ-centred educational program for their children. Why
would anyone place their child in the care of a teacher who does not share the same worldview? A school
system that denies the existence of God is denying the very essence of education. In the Christian school all
arguments can be considered and filtered by scripture. The secular school system excludes God from the
discussion. A prospective parent once asked me the question, “does your school celebrate Easter?”. My
affirmative response caused a long pause on the phone. The school celebrated the Risen Christ, but her past
experience made her believe that the celebration would be of the Easter bunny. Once she understood the
school’s position on Easter she quickly made application for her child to attend a school that shared the same
worldview as the home.
With choice there is inevitably a cost. The temporal and very real cost for a parent is the tuition fee. The cost
to exclude Christ from someone’s educational experience could be a cost paid through eternity. Are you
preparing your child for temporal comfort or for eternity? Something to consider in your choice of schools.
David Broomer
Director of Operations and Ministry
Article appeared in a local newspaper.
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Pioneer Camp Adventure

On October 26, the Middle School went to Ontario Pioneer
Camp, in Port Sydney for a three day retreat. I think we all
have to agree that it was an amazing experience for all of
us. At the camp we did archery, rock climbing, hiking,
canoeing, and candle making. My personal favourite was
canoeing. Emily and I were in the boat together. Even
though we kept getting stuck and had to get towed many
times, it was a really funny time for us. The few bugs and
spiders in our boat completed the full experience.

If you asked us what was really fun, I bet everyone would agree it would be
the games we played at night when it was all dark. Mission Impossible and
Capture the Flag were both equally awesome. I think if we played in the
daylight, it would have ruined the whole point. When we played in the dark,
no one could tell what team you were on. It came with the pleasure of having
to guess who was in front of you without shining your flashlight in their faces.
I also learned many spiritual lessons and experiences. Mrs. Westacott spoke
on pressures we face with our friends, the media, and how to deal with these
pressures. The campfires we had at night included many worship songs. It
helped me get to know Jesus and my friends a lot better. I learned that you
can bond with other friends that you don’t really talk to that much at school.
Also, you are able to see your friends’ other sides when you spend so much
time with them, and you get to know their hobbies and what they like to do.
In all, Ontario Pioneer Camp was one of the most amazing experiences ever for me. I can’t wait to go back next
year! Submitted by Maggie Leung 7A

Keeping a Christian Worldview
On Saturday, October 24, the Grade 11 World Religions class attended a moderated dialogue between a
representative from Islam (Dr. Shabir Ally), an atheist (Justin Trottier, Director of the Centre for Inquiry
Canada) and a Christian (Dr. Andy Bannister of Ravi Zacharias International Ministries). The event was
hosted at Jarvis Street Baptist Church in Toronto. Participants provided their answer to the question: What
does the good society look like and how do we get there?”
Each participant had the opportunity to answer the question from his worldview perspective. This was
followed by a lively and engaging dialogue between the participants. The students had the opportunity to
hear the credibility and relevance of the gospel both to their personal lives and in the public square.
Opportunities such as this dialogue expose students to different worldviews in a context where they can
critically engage with those worldviews to see their veracity and their applicability to reality.
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ELC Trip to Forsythe Farm

In mid-October the preschool children went for a visit to Forsythe Farm in
Greenbank, just north of Uxbridge. Although the days were getting colder,
God held off the rain and showered us with sunshine throughout our
morning. The children had a chance to go on a wagon ride through the
harvesting crops, feed some goats, sheep and rabbits and see pigs and
ponies. During the trip, the children even had the opportunity to go into the
fields and pick their own little pumpkins to take home with them. A great
time was had by all and we are thankful that God allowed the rain to come
water the fields after we had returned to the ELC!

Toonie Tuesday
For the months of October and November it was declared to be Toonie Tuesdays. Students from all divisions
were asked to bring in a toonie each Tuesday in order to support an outreach for Syrian refugees. The
offering was in conjunction with the humanitarian efforts of World Vision. The students were allowed to wear
non-uniform clothing in support of their part in this mission endeavor. As is normal around PCA, the support
and response was generous with over $5400 collected. Thank you to each and every family for your
participation in this event.
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Ultimate Frisbee
The 2015 Fall sports season at PCA began with
ultimate frisbee, coached by Ms. Mok and Mr.
Atkinson. There were eleven students who were
part of the team that ranged in skill and
experience. The season culminated in a one-day
tournament on September 30th at Sheppard’s
Bush in Aurora. The team competed hard and
consistently improved over the course of the day.
All of the games were evenly matched and very
close in score. PCA managed to finish the day off
by earning their first victory during their last

round robin game. Each student was an ambassador for
Christ, showing heart and character on and off the field.
Many of the students are looking forward to playing
again in the Spring in the TDCAA league.

Cross-Country Event
On Wednesday, October 21, 2015, the PCA
Cross-Country team travelled to Woodland
Trails in Stouffville to compete at the ACSI
Cross-Country Run. Our team consisted of 43
Grades 3 – 8 students. Our team enjoyed a very
successful outing!
Our Grades 3/4 boys and girls won the pennant
for placing first in their Bantam division! Two
of our students – Amelia Bork (Gr. 4) finished
second out of 104 students and Samuel Lee (Gr.
4) finished third against 112 students. Our
Grades 5/6 girls also did very well finishing in
third place and the Grades 7/8 girls came in
first place in their division. As result of the
students' outstanding performance, PCA placed first overall at this year's ACSI Cross-Country Run.
Congratulations to the team for an excellent job! PCA gives a special thank you to Mrs. Aspinall for her many
hours of training and motivating the team.
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Junior School Walk-a-thon
Over 200 Junior School students from JK-Grade 5 participated
in our annual Walk-a-thon fundraiser on Monday, October 19,
2015. It was a beautiful Fall day and the students enjoyed
walking through multi-coloured leaves that fell from the
numerous trees on our property.
Junior and Senior Kindergarten children enjoyed a modified
walk, Grade 1
students walked
2.5 km and
Grades 2-5
walked a full 5km.
Between laps, students played on our playground equipment and
took time to get a refreshing drink from water bottles.
This year’s Walk-a-thon funds will be used for several projects.
We will finish our windows upgrades in the JK/SK classrooms,
update and add new electronics to several Junior School
classrooms, including document cameras, flat screen televisions,
computer class upgrades and support, and playground upgrades.
All of these projects will enhance our Junior School immensely.
Our target this year was $20,000. We are delighted to report that we
surpassed that target and have received over $30,000! Students
worked tirelessly to sign up sponsors for the walk and we are grateful
for everyone’s
involvement.
Prizes are awarded
for the top 20
students who raised
the most funds as
well as a Grand Prize
awarded to the
student who raised the most funds with a minimum of five
sponsors. This year’s Grand Prize is a 2-day and 1-night stay
at Great Wolf Lodge, Niagara Falls. Class prizes of ice cream
sundaes go to the class for raising the highest average
amount and for the highest average number of sponsors.
Congratulations to all the Junior School students who
participated in Walk-a-thon. A big THANK YOU goes to everyone who generously sponsored our students.
We had a fantastic day and are grateful for the funds raised.
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Senior School Road Trip
On October 1-2, after a one year hiatus, the
Senior School Road Trip took place at Fair
Glen Retreat Centre in Beaverton. The
Student Council desired to have an
opportunity for the students to get away as a
school body after the first month to unwind,
rest, and have a time of fellowship. The
desire of the SC this year was to unite the
entire Senior School body, from the staff to
the students. They diligently took on the task
of not only organizing the events and
activities that would take place, but to centre
the overnight retreat around a time of praise
and worship on the first night. They
organized games to take place between the
houses, to which victory that day went to the Ambassadors. Thanks
to the staff at Fair Glen, the students were also provided with the
opportunity to play sports, canoe/kayak, climb ropes, and even
scale the climbing wall called Mt. Moriah. Some students took the
time to walk with friends and enjoy the beauty of what God has
created.
As the day turned into night, the students gathered in the chapel for
a time of worship. The praise team led the school in a time of praise
and prayer. What was such a blessing to experience was seeing and
hearing students walking throughout the chapel praying for one
another. However, what caught many teachers off guard was the
time that our SC
President, Caleb Shin
(and also the praise
leader), carved out for the
students to go around
praying for the teachers.
One teacher reported that a student had laid hands on them and
were praying in their first language, which was not English. It was
an amazing experience that brought our entire Senior School
together! What a blessing to pray with and for each other!
As the night wound down, the students proceeded to go to the
campfire and toast marshmallows and end the night enjoying the
stars and once again being able to see and praise God for all that He
has made!
We came back the next afternoon tired and wanting a good sleep in our own beds, but the experiences and
bonds built have gone to show that the goal of the trip, that of school and student unity, was been achieved.
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Many thanks go out to the Senior School Student Council for organizing the Road Trip, the teachers for
supervising, and also to the parents, who believe that such an event outside of the classroom is vital to the
spiritual growth and development of their children. Without this united effort to serve the students, this unity
is not possible. This year’s Road Trip was such a great event and experience, and we hope to have this again
next year. Submitted Mr. Choi and Ms. Li, SC Staff Advisors 2015-16

Senior School Chapel
The following is an abbreviated manuscript of the message Dr. A. Philip delivered to the high school students
in Chapel on October 14.
Preparation & Separation
How the Pattern of Creation Demonstrates What It Truly Means to be a Christian
In studying the opening chapters of Genesis, one observes a symmetrical pattern in how God organizes the
process of creation. The first day of creation, in which light and darkness are created anticipates the fourth
day of creation when the sun and moon are created to inhabit the light and the darkness respectively. The first
day of creation is preparation for the fourth day of creation.
The second day of creation, in which God creates the sky and the seas anticipates the fifth day of creation
when birds and fish are created to inhabit the sky and the seas respectively. The second day of creation is
preparation for the fifth day of creation.
The third day of creation, in which God creates the dry land and vegetation, anticipates the sixth day of
creation when animals and humans are created to inhabit the dry land. The third day of creation is
preparation for the sixth day of creation.
So, preparation is one theme which emerges in God’s pattern of creation. A second significant theme which
emerges in the pattern of creation is that of separation. On the first day of creation, light is separated from
darkness. On the second day of creation, an expanse is created to separate the waters above (the sky) from the
waters below (the seas). On the third day of creation, the seas are separated from the dry land.
So the symmetry that exists between the first, second and third days of creation with the fourth, fifth and sixth
days of creation highlight the pattern of preparation and separation in the original creation account in
Genesis.
In the New Testament, when a person is united to Jesus Christ, their union with Christ is likened unto a “new
creation”. The apostle Paul writes, “If anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation...” (2 Corinthians 5:17)
If, in the original creation, God’s pattern was preparation and separation, then in the new creation, that
pattern continues. A person who becomes a “new creation” is newly created to be inhabited by the very
presence and person of Jesus Christ. So, the apostle Paul can say: “I have been crucified with Christ and I no
longer live but Christ lives in me.” (Galatians 2:20). In other words, my old creation self no longer lives. My
new creation self has been prepared for the inhabitation of Jesus Christ. Further, my new creation self has
been separated from the pattern of the rest of creation. For instance, we read, “Do not be conformed to the
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pattern of this world but be transformed...” (Romans 12:1). In other words, be separate from the world’s
patterns and the world’s priorities.
If this is true then one way that a person can assess whether or not they are truly saved is to actively and
intentionally look for evidence of the life of Jesus Christ inhabiting their own life. In fact, this is exactly what
the apostle Paul encourages us to do: “Examine yourselves to see whether you are in the faith; test yourselves.
Do you not realize that Christ Jesus is in you - unless of course you fail the test?” (2 Corinthians 13:5).
If you are a new creation, then Jesus Christ inhabits you. If Christ inhabits you then his life becomes your life.
His death counts as your death. His identity becomes your identity. His inheritance becomes your inheritance.
His status becomes your status. His righteousness becomes your righteousness. His Father becomes your
Father. His priorities become your priorities. His will becomes your will. His mind becomes your mind. His
heart becomes your heart. He is in you and you are in Him.

Operation Christmas Child
The Junior and Middle Schools participated in Operation Christmas Child
once again this year. Operation Christmas Child is a Christmas mission
initiative started by Samaritan’s Purse many years ago. Shoe boxes were
distributed to each student to
fill with items for needy
children around the world. Our
shoe boxes will go to children in
Central and South America,
West Africa, and South-East
Asia. Items in the shoe boxes included toys, clothing, school
supplies, hygiene items, flashlights, books and jewellery. This
year we collected a total of 270 shoe boxes. They were packed
up into large cartons and dropped off at a local Operation
Christmas Child collection depot. Thank you to all the students
who participated in this mission project. A special thank you
goes to Mr. Lo, Mr. Sinko and Mr. Constable for dropping off
the heavy cartons for us.

STAO

The Science Teachers Association of Ontario (STAO) has the
mission of "encouraging excellence in science education through
leadership and service." This is the 125th anniversary of this
organization this year. Mrs. Paas and Miss Mok are both
serving in the leadership of STAO. Mrs. Paas is currently the
President Elect and Miss Mok is the Conference Planning
Committee Promotions Chair. This year to promote the annual
conference, Miss Mok communicated with many science
organizations, designed the flyer and promoted the conference
activities through social media, among other things. Mrs. Paas
serves on the Board and Executive Committee of STAO. With a membership of 1,887 it is quite an honour that
PCA has two of our own giving leadership within the organization.
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Homeless Connect Toronto (HCT)
(for privacy issues pictures have been blurred)

On Sunday, November 8 we were blessed with
the opportunity to represent PCA by providing
childcare for a city-wide event that touched the
lives of many. Two of the PCA ELC staff and a
PCA Middle School student spent the day
caring for five children, ages 6 weeks to 8 years
old while those parents had a chance to use the
services.
Homeless Connect is an initiative that brings
together essential resources on housing,
employment, ID clinics, health care, and other
services under one roof for those at risk of, or experiencing homelessness in Toronto. The event was held at
the former Maple Leaf Gardens (currently Ryerson’s Athletic Centre). The Executive Director of the initiative
is a PCA Alumni – Melody Li (Class of 2002) as well as the Communication Chair – Dhanukshi
Jayawickreme (Class of 2003), both of whom volunteer tirelessly over the year to find sponsorship, service
providers and volunteers for this event.
On that day alone, there were over 70 service providers, over 150
volunteers and more than 620 people were served. Some of the
services available were haircutting, eye check-ups, representatives for
housing, health care and identification recovery, chiropractor services
and job placement. Guests were also given hot meals, treated with
dignity and left with a specially designed Citypak backpack (a backpack
designed especially for people living on the streets with extra features)
filled with essentials. For more information about Homeless Connect
Toronto, please visit their website: www.hctoronto.org or visit their
Facebook page: Homeless Connect Toronto.
Submitted by Mrs. G. Ng, Director of ELC
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Calendar Reminders

December 3-4

Parent-Teacher Interviews – note change from August calendar
Dec. 3 - 4:00-7:30pm (Junior School starts at 4:15pm); Dec. 4 - 8:15am-1:00pm

December 10

ELC/JS Christmas Concert

December 17

MS/SS Christmas Concert

December 18

Last day of school (12:00 noon dismissal – no after school program)

December 21 –
January 1

Christmas Break

January 4

School resumes

